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ADVOCARTSY PRESENTS “A THOUSAND TALES,” A SOLO EXHIBITION OF WORKS BY MOBINA NOURI 
BASED ON THE MIDDLE EASTERN EPIC, ONE THOUSAND AND ONE NIGHTS.

A THOUSAND TALES opens to the public Saturday, February 19th, 2022 
at ADVOCARTSY’s recently launched West Hollywood gallery, located at 434 North La Cienega Blvd, West Hollywood, CA 90048

(West Hollywood, CA  — January 11th, 2022) Los Angeles-based Iranian contemporary art platform ADVOCARTSY presents A 
THOUSAND TALES, a solo exhibition of large-scale works by Mobina Nouri. Each piece in this richly detailed body of work explores 
tales relayed by Shahrazād, the speaker from the famed Middle Eastern epic: One Thousand and One Nights. Her meandering stories 
navigate complex territories, crossing geographies and cultures while negotiating love, tragedy, comedy, and erotica. It is from these 
layered tales within tales that Mobina Nouri builds the framework of her universe: an intricately spun tapestry of folklore interwoven 
with beads of ancient wisdom, ubiquitous narratives, surreal, vaguely familiar figures, and an abstract power somehow binding discordant 
chaos into a harmonious whole.

A THOUSAND TALES is Mobina Nouri’s first solo exhibition with ADVOCARTSY and in the United States. Serving as a 
contemporary voice of Shahrazād’s nightly machinations, the artist draws from the meta-fictions embedded within Middle Eastern 
folklore and, through tender and densely detailed hand-drawings outlined in ink upon canvas, transposes them into a place where they 
might articulate both intimate and universal contemporary terrain. 
 
All are welcome to attend the opening for A THOUSAND TALES at ADVOCARTSY’s West Hollywood gallery space on Saturday, 

February 19th, 2022, 3 - 7 pm. Both the artist and ADVOCARTSY founder and director, Roshi Rahnama, will be present. No 
appointment will be necessary. Safety protocols to be observed. Proof of vaccination is required prior to entry and masks are mandatory at 
all times indoors.

Stay tuned for upcoming announcements about guided tours of the exhibition, which will be on view until March 12th, 2022.

Night of Prophecy, 2021, Gold Leaf paint on canvas, 60 x 60 in, Framed 64 x 66 in
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ABOUT THE EXHIBITION + THE ARTIST

Mobina Nouri received her Bachelors in Performance Art and Masters in Product Design from the Fine Art Faculty of Tehran University, 
Iran, and her Ph.D. in Creativity Science from City University of London, UK. She is currently teaching creativity methods at the University 
of California Berkeley and regularly exhibits internationally. Born in Esfahan, Iran, Nouri grew up during the height of the Iran-Iraq conflict. 
Seeking shelter from airstrikes, the young artist found comfort by exploring heavy tomes of poetry and fairytales in her family’s library. 
Working across a variety of media, the artist mines her country’s tradition of storytelling, often turning to Persia’s literature, philosophies, and 
mysticism to contemplate and reconsider the complexities she bears witness to in the contemporary moment. Nouri’s rethinking of these 
traditional tales resonates perhaps because she pushes forward values that have been eroded by Western societies. 

For as long as there have been humans there have been stories: passed down, forgotten, retold, and adapted over millennia until they are 
rendered almost unrecognizable. The omnipresent experience of folklore offers proof of our common humanity; across the world, people 
of all cultures are bound by similar stories. The exhibition title, “A Thousand Tales,” is a translation of what scholars believe to be the 
original name for what is now commonly referred to as “One Thousand and One Nights,” a collection of legendary fictions culminating 
from a plethora of cultures and their storytellers. A living document that has evolved through history, the words that make up its narrative 
body have changed or been lost to time, but its core essence has prevailed: the story continues, endlessly. Mobina Nouri’s A THOUSAND 
TALES utilizes the fluid universality of myth as a means to negotiate the complex, often contradictory, ideologies embedded within society’s 
inherent beliefs.

The artist invites the viewer to seek out hidden details, guiding and surprising them as they fixate upon the various microcosms expertly 
woven into episodic compositions. Simultaneous stories depict parallel narratives that traverse the full breadth of human experience. Under 
Nouri’s pen, the spark of first love bursts into flame, battles are triumphantly won and tragically lost, prayers fall upon deaf ears of unseen 
gods, gardens flourish and die, save for a lone surviving seed hidden in the weary traveler’s pocket. Her characters - humans, animals, 
mythical beasts, and natural elements - delicately mapped out in ink, converge to form an ecosystem, and are, as chaos theorists contend, 
unavoidably and symbiotically linked. 

Combining multiple visions in order to collapse unilinear thinking, her correlating large-scale line drawings seek a solution that realizes the 
unity in plurality and the multiplicity in unity. Through carefully crafted visual language, Mobina Nouri’s solo exhibition A THOUSAND 
TALES crystallizes the concepts of myth, story, and memory into an entity that feels alive. From the pocket of the weary traveler, a seed from 
a distant garden falls and grows anew. The tale continues.

Night of Majesty, 2020, Gold Leaf paint on canvas, 60 x 100 in, Framed 62 x 103 in
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General Information:

Public Exhibition Dates: February 19th, 2022 - March 12th, 2022
Public Opening: Saturday, February 19th, 2022, 3 - 7 pm
Gallery hours: Wednesday - Saturday 11-5 pm or by appointment.
For more information or to request a preview catalogue, email info@advocartsy.com.

About ADVOCARTSY:

Launched in 2015, ADVOCARTSY is a contemporary art platform specializing in Iranian contemporary art. 
In June of 2021, ADVOCARTSY expanded gallery operations with a new exhibition space in West Hollywood.

Night of Fate, 2020, Acrylic and Gold Leaf paint on canvas, 60 x 60 in, Framed 61 x 62 in


